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By Ken Wieland

Hayim Porat, CTO for Israel-
based supplier ECI
Telecom, warned mobile

operators they will need to
transform from being ‘digital’ to
‘universal’ service providers if  they
are to take full advantage of  5G. 

“That means providing an ever-
growing list of  services, which
traverse both mobile and fixed, both
man and machine, and both local and
global,” he told Mobile World Daily.

There is a pressing need to do so.
According to the CTO, the biggest
5G misconception is that people
will pay more for faster speeds only.
“Surprisingly, many carriers are
under this impression. They need to
realise that customers will pay a
premium for services that offer
them a unique value, not just for
more speed,” he said.

The transformation from digital
to universal service provider,
although 5G enables it, looks a
daunting one for mobile operators

to manage. “5G will effectively
stretch the capabilities of  service
providers to their limits,” said Porat,
since many services – if  they are to
have the ‘unique value’ – will be
tailored to a specific customer’s
needs, which are then delivered
dynamically and on-demand, he
argued. 

“Various services will require true
assurance, rather than the prevalent
best-effort assurance which exists
today,” he added. “Networks will
need to transition from the current
static, reactive networks to future
networks that are more intelligent,
more proactive and more self-
learning. This is what I call
intelligent, multi-geared, dynamic
and assured.”

Network topologies will also need
to change, said the CTO, moving
from hub-and-spoke architectures
to ones that enable any-to-any
connectivity.

The CTO pointed out that 5G
New Radio specifications ratified by
the 3GPP in December 2017 were

just the first stage on the road to
end-to-end 5G. The next stage, he
said, will focus on bringing
additional intelligence to the
network edge. 

“The third stage will require an
upgrade of  the core with the
introduction and deployment of  not
just SDN, but also machine learning
and artificial intelligence,” said Porat.
“The promise of  5G services will
require ‘superhuman’ capabilities.”

5G winners won’t rely
on customers paying
more for faster speeds

in a scale developed by engineering
standards group SAE International.
Daimler is developing this technology
in conjunction with electronics
component company Bosch.

people or the handicapped”.
“Autonomous driving has already

become a strong trend in the
mobility sector, and will be an
inseparable part of  future mobility.”

examples from Deutsche Telekom
itself. The operator is up against a
daily barrage of attacks, including 6
million attempts to breach sensors,
100,000 indications of  abuse of

Backofen concluded.
Shridhar Mittal, CEO of  security

firm Zimperium, noted as even
more elements of  cities become
connected, the operating systems

charger, he noted. Finally, networks,
including public Wi-Fi, need to fend
off  man-in-the-middle attempts to
intercept communications, among
other threats.

By Chris Donkin

Qualcomm launched a 5G
module it said would lower
the cost for manufacturers

and slash the time to market of
devices supporting the new
wireless technology. 

Talking-up the company’s
progress and capabilities in 5G,
Qualcomm president Cristiano
Amon said it was now “going one
step further to accelerate the
commercialisation of  5G” with the
new module.

He added the availability of a low

cost, turnkey 5G module would
make it easier for industry and
manufacturers of consumer devices
to quickly embrace the new
technology as networks were
launched. The product will be
available in 2019.

It was one of  a number of

announcements made by the
company at its Mobile World
Congress press conference, where
Amon took aim at rival 5G chipset
unveilings made around the event.

Amon said he’d seen a 5G
chipset announcement from
another company, which “looked
bigger” that its version, later
adding his company was able to
achieve the same performance
promised by rival 5G chips using
its 4G equivalent.

Other products revealed included

the Snapdragon 700 series
processor, primarily aimed at
manufacturers of  mid-to-high tier
handsets for China and developing
markets. 

The company said the new
release was capable of  delivering
high tier features such as AI on non-
flagship handsets.

Amon added it “creates an
opportunity to capture the dynamic
China and emerging markets,” as it
supported a “mix of  premium and
practical features”.

Qualcomm takes aim at 5G
rivals with module launch
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